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EMITT 2011 Grows 11% for 2011

The 15th edition of the East Mediterranean International Tourism and Travel Exhibition (EMITT) took place on 10-13 February 2011 in TUYAP, Istanbul. It is the sixth largest tourism exhibition in the world hosting 3,900 exhibitors from over 60 countries. This year EMITT the attracted 52,800 tourism professionals from all over the world, creating opportunities for both inbound and outbound tourism. Participants at this year’s event included national tourism agencies, tour operators and hotels, as well as regional development agencies and representatives from more than 150 towns and cities within Turkey.
EMITT is sponsored by THY-A.O., Turkish Airlines and is organised in partnership with TUROFED-Turkish Hotels Federation and TYD-Tourism Investors Association.  The show is also officially supported by the Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism. Over the years the exhibition has proved to be an effective forum for business that reflects developments in the tourism market, whilst also offering networking opportunities for industry professionals.  Due to the high level of interest for this year’s show, the event grew by 11% compared to 2010 and the number of participating countries rose from 50 to 60. The organisers therefore had to utilise Tuyap’s most recently built pavilion, to make ten pavilions in total, a total of 44,114 square metres net.

Exhibitor feedback highlighted the status of the event this year:

“EMITT is a big and important show. We participate every year. Compared to the past 4 years that we have participated, I can say that every year it gets better. Turkish people are more interested in Egypt... Compared to 2009, 2010 was a better year for us with the 37.5% increase Turkish tourist numbers.” Nehad Gamal, Egyptian Tourism Consul
“This is the first time we, Singapore, have taken part at EMITT. As we have observed the number of participants is high. The interest on the public day is also good. EMITT is a really decent expo. Its international concept is good for us. We would like to attend EMITT Expo in the future.”
Bridget Goh, Singapore Tourism Office 

“Tunisia has been co-operating with EMITT since the first day. EMITT has created numerous opportunities for us to introduce our country. We, Mediterranean countries, can say that EMITT has become one of the most significant trade shows in the region. It is such an important platform where we are able to see all international and Turkish firms and organisations that we could work with.” Mohamed Bachar, Tunisia Tourism 
EMITT’s continued growth illustrates its increasing popularity for destinations who are keen to attract tourists from Turkey and the Eastern Mediterranean. The next event will take place on the 9-12 February 2012.
Ends
Notes to Editors

EMITT (formerly Voyager-International Tourism and Holiday Travel Fair) was launched in 1997 and moved to the TÜYAP Fair, Convention and Congress Center in 1998.  For the first three years, the event focused on domestic tourism but since then it has attracted a lot of attention from the regional and international tourism industry, becoming the biggest tourism exhibition in Eurasia. The event is supported by the Ministry of Culture & Tourism, TOBB, 6 Chambers and 36 regional associations and foundations

EMITT is organised by ITE Group Plc, a leading organiser of trade exhibitions and conferences, with over 180 events held annually in 11 countries.  The company specialises in organising events in fast-developing markets, in particular Russia, CIS, Eastern Europe, Turkey, China and Africa.  ITE has a large network of local offices throughout these regions.  
ITE’s portfolio of travel and tourism events also includes MITT (Moscow, Russia), UITT (Kiev, Ukraine), TourSib (Novosibirsk, Russia), KITF (Almaty, Kazakhstan) and AITF (Baku, Azerbaijan).  For more information, please visit: www.travel-exhibitions.com. 
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